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BEFORE THE 
SURFACETRANSPORI'ATION BOARD 

Docket No AB-1103X 

RUSK COUNTY RURAL RAIL DISTRIC'f— 
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION—IN RUSK COUNTY, TX 

PETITION FOR EXEMI'TION 

'I'he Rusk County Rural Rail District (the "RCRRD") petitions the Surface 'I'ransponation 

Board (the "Boand") to exempt, under 49 U.S.C. § 10502, the RCRRD's abandonment of a 

ponion of its Henderson-Ovenon Branch Spur from Milepost 15.2 to Milepost 16.1, a distance 

of 0.9 miles in Rusk County, Texas (the "Line"), from the prior approval requirements of 49 

U.S.C. § 10903 

'fhe RCRRD is seeking abandonment of the Line because the Line is not in operation and 

is no longer needed for the transponaiion of commodities 

PROPOSED TRANSACTION 

'fhe RCRRD proposes to abandon a ponion of the Henderson-Overton Branch Spur from 

Milepost 15 2 to Milepost 16.1, a distance of 0.9 miles in Rusk County, Texas. The Line 

traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Code 75652. A map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A. The 

Combined Environmental and Historic Report is attached as Exhibit B The draft Federal 

Register notice is attached as Exhibit C. and copies of the newspaper publication and the 

required certification are attached as Exhibit D. A lener of support from Blacklarids Railroad 
« 

(the operator of the Henderson-Overton Branch Spur) is attached as Exhibit E. The ccnificate of 

service is attached as Exhibit F. 
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Based on information in the RCRRD's possession, the Line does not contain federally 

granted right-of-way. Any documentation in the RCRRD*s possession concerning title will be 

made available to those requesting it There arc no stations on the Line. 

BACKGROUND 

Henderson is a city in northeast 'I'exas with a population of approximately 13,700 and is 

the county seal of Rusk County, 'I'exas. The RCRRD is a political subdivision of the State of 

Texas established by the Rusk County Commissioners Coun and charged with preserving and 

expanding rail service for the benefit of the businesses and citizens of Rusk County, 'llie 

R C I ^ D purchased the Henderson-Ovenon Branch Spur, an approximately 14-mile rail line from 

Overton, 'fexas to Henderson, I'exas, from Union Pacific in May 2010. 

'ihe Henderson-Ovenon Branch Spur was designed to terminate in the heart of 

Henderson's downtown housing distnct, which was in keeping with city planning practices at the 

time that the spur was constructed many years ago. Changes in land use and business markets, 

however, have made termination of the Henderson-Overton Branch Spur in the center of 

downtown Henderson problematic, 'fhe operator of the Henderson-Ovenon Branch (Blacklands 

Railroad), shippers, and Henderson residents alike would prefer that the spur terminate just north 

of downtown in a more industrial area better suited tor freight rail operations. In fact, the Line is 

not currently in operation, 'fhe last rail traflic on the Line was in August 2011; since that time, 

all rail traflic on the Henderson-Ovenon Branch Spur has terminated approximately one mile 

north of downtown Further, the City of Henderson would like to use the corridor occupied by 

the last 0.9 miles of the Henderson-Ovenon Branch Spur to repair and construct a much-needed 

city street. 
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Upon receiving abandonment authority for the Line, the RCRRD, though its operator, 

Blacklands Railroad, will continue to provide rail service on the remaining 13 miles of the 

Henderson-Overton Branch Spur, with service terminating approximately one mile north of 

downtown Henderson in a location more convenient for shippers and Henderson residents. As 

there is no current rail traflic on the Line, no rail traffic will be diverted as a result of the 

abandonment. There arc no shippers on the Line 

'I1ie City of Henderson has expressed an interest in purchasing the abandoned rail 

corridor for use in connection with a road consiruction projecL The RCRRD intends to sell the 

land to the City for such purposes. The City of Henderson is currently securing agreements f"rom 

landowners in order to alleviate any concerns regarding any possible revisionaiy interests in the 

land. 

Additionally, abandonment will allow the RCRRD to avoid the costs of operating and 

maintaining the Line. 

In short, abandonment of the Line will reduce a burden on the RCRRD, ensure that rail 

service on the Henderson-Overton Branch Spur continues with a termination point that is 

convenient for the operator and shippers, and benefit the City of Henderson and its residents by 

leading to the construction of a much-needed city street. 

'fhe RCRRD therefore contends that in balancing the reduced burden to itself and 

interstate commerce against the absence of harm to shippers and local interests, the balance 

clearly favors abandonment. In fact, local interc.sts will actually bencflt from the abandonment. 

ARGUMENT SUPPOR'ITNG THE ABANDONMENT 

'fhe RCRRD seeks an exemption under 49 U.S.C § 10502 from the applicable 

requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 in order to abandon the Line. 
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Under 49 U.S.C § 10502, the Board must exempt a transaction from regulation when it 

Hnds that. 

(1) regulation is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C § 

10101;and 

(2) cither: 

a) the transaction is of limited scope, or 

b) regulation is not necessary to protect shippers from the abuse of market power. 

I . The Application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Necessary to Carry Out the Rail 

Transportation Policy of 49 U.S.C. § 10101 

Detailed scrutiny of the RCRIU)'s proposed abandonment is not necessary lo carry out 

the rail transportation policy set forth in 49 U.S C. §10101. An exemption would minimize the 

administrative expense of the application process, expediting regulatory action and reducing 

regulatory barriers to exit, in accordance with 49 U.S.C. §§ 10101(2) and (7). Further, an 

exemption would foster sound economic conditions in transportation and encourage efficient 

managemenl, consistent with 49 U.S.C. §§10101(5) and (9), by permitting the abandonment of 

an unnecessary common carrier rail line which will be put to beneficial use for other modes of 

transportation by the City of Henderson. Granting the proposed exemption would not be adverse 

to the remaining elements of the rail transportation policy as competition among rail carriers 

would not be affected nor would any activities occur which would be to the detriment of public 

health and safety. 
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2. This Transaction Is Of Limited Scope 

The proposed transaction is of limited scope, 'fhe RCRRD seeks to abandon a 0.9 

mile line located in one rural county in 'fexas The remaining 13 miles of the Henderson-

Overton Branch Spur will remain unaffected by the proposed abandonment. 

3. This Transaction Will Not Result In An Abuse Of Market Power 

As previously stated, the lasi rail traffic on the Line was in August 2011. As the Line has 

not been in use for more than one year, and there is not a desire for future use of the Line by 

shippers, the proposed exemption will not result in an abuse of market power. 

ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT 

Ilie Combined Environmental & Historic Report is attached as Exhibit B 

FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE 

'fhe drafi Federal Register notice is attached as Exhibit C. A copy of the draft Federal 

Register notice is included as data contained on a computer diskette compatible with the Board's 

current word processing capabilities. 

LABOR PROTECTION 

It is not anticipated that the abandonment will adversely affect the interests of railroad 

employees of the RCRRD or its operator, Blacklands Railroad. Nonetheless, the interests of any 

railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be 

adequately protected by the labor protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co — 

Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C.C. 91 (1979) 
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CONCLUSION 

As discussed above, application of the regulatory requirements and procedures of 49 

U.S.C. § 10903 lo the abandonment of the Line proposed by the RCRRD is not required to carry 

out the rail transportation policy set forth in 49 U.S.C. § 10101. Further, Board regulation is not 

required to protect shippers from the abuse of market power, and the proposed abandonment is of 

limited scope. 

Accordingly, the RCRRD respectfully asks the Board to grant an exemption fur the 

proposed abandonment of the Line. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LOCKE LORD LLP 

By._Ac^^A. 
C. Brian Cassi^ 
State Bar No. 03978880 
Lori Fixley Winland 
Stale Bar No. 24048893 
100 Congress Ave., Suite 300 
Austin, 'I'exas 78701 
(512)305-4700 
(512) 305-4800 (Facsimile) 

A'lTORNEYS FOR RUSK COUNTY RURAL 
RAILDIS'I'RICT 
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Combined Environmental and l-listoric Report 
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Combined Environmental and Historic Renort 

'fhe Rusk County Rural Rail District ("RCRRD") submits this Combined Environmenlal 
and Historic Report pursuant to 49 C.F.R § 1105.7(e) and 49 C.F.R. §1105.8(d), respectively, 
for authorization to abandon a portion of its Henderson-Overton Branch Spur (the "Line") from 
Milepost 15.2 to Milepost 16 1, a distance of 0.9 miles in Rusk County, 'fexas. 'fhe Line 
traverses U S. Postal Service Zip Code 75652 

A map of the Line (Attachment No. 1) and the RCRRD's letters to federal, state and 
local government agencies (the "RCRRD Letters") (Attachment No. 2) arc attached hereto and 
hercby made a part hereof Responses received thus far to the RCRRD Letters are attached and 
arc referenced and incorporated herein in appropriate sections of this Combined Environmental 
and Historic Report. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
49C.F.R.S1105.7(c^ 

(1) Proposed action and alternatives. 

Describe ihe proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition 
(if any) of any rail line and other struciurcs that may be involved, and any possible changes in 
current operations or mainienancc praclices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the 
proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and drawings cleariy delineating the projecL 

Rcsnon.sc: 'fhe proposed action involves the abandonment and discontinuance of service 
on the Line from Milepost 15.2 to Milepost 16 1, a distance of 0.9 miles in Rusk County, 'fexas. 
'fhe Line is currently not in operation and therefore not used for the transportation of 
commodities A map delineating the proposed abandonment is included in Attachment No. 1. 

Rca.sons for the abandonment: 'fhe original design of the Line terminates in the heart 
of Henderson's downtown housing district. In the 1877-1950 usage model, diis termination point 
was normal. In today's business market and city planning, termination of the Line in the center 
of downtown Henderson is problematic for residents and shippers. Due to overwhelming need by 
the City of Henderson and minimal usage potential for the RCRRD, the RCRRD has agreed to 
abandon and sever the last ponton of ihe Line so that the City of Henderson may use the corridor 
for a city street Additionally, the City of Henderson constructed a city street ("Mill Street") in 
the RCRRD nght of way in the late 1950s, and Mill Sux;et serves as the main thoroughfare for 
seventeen households. Due to the City of Henderson's lack of ownership of the corridor, it is 
impossible for them to repair the existing street properiy, thus creating a generational problem, 
'fherc arc no reasonable alternatives to the abandonmenl. 

Revenue from current traffic is insufficient to cover operating expenses of the Line and 
the estimated cost for neces.sary rehabilitation of the Line. Further, there is no imminent location 
of new rail oriented industry diat would justify either the Line's continued operation or 
rehabilitation. 'I'here is no overhead traffic on the Line. 
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Alternatives: After abandonment, rail service would continue to remain available on the 
remaining 14 miles of the Henderson-Overton Branch Spur Service would terminate 
approximately one mile North of downtown Henderson in a location more convenient for 
shippers, operators, and Henderson residents. 

(2) Transportation system. 

Descnbc the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems 
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other 
transportation systems or modes as a result of ihe proposed action 

Response' There is no current rail U'affic on the Line and, therefore, no rail traflic will be 
diverted as a result of the abandonment 'fhe last rail traflic on the line was in August 2011, 
Because abandonment of the Line will allow the RCRRD to transfer ownership of the corridor to 
the City of Henderson, thereby allowing the City to both complete necessary repairs lo Mill 
Street and the previously unfinished redesign of ihc Highway 64 crossing, the abandonment will 
have a positive effect on local transportation patterns 

(3) Land use 

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a 
review of the ofllcial planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed 
action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, stale the effect of 
the proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

(lii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include 
the coastal xone information required by §1105 9. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is 
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S.C. § 10905 and explain why. 

Response (i) 'fhe RCRRD intends to sell the property which makes up the righl-of-way 
to the City of llenderson after completion of the proposed abandonment, 'fhe City of f-Icndcrson 
is currently secunng agreements from landowners in order to alleviate any concerns regarding 
any possible revisionary interests in the land, 'fhis proposal is therefore consistent with existing 
land use plans. 

The RCRRD has reviewed ihe land use plans for the Longview Metropolitan Planning 
Organization ("MPO") and the 'I'yler MPO and has determined that neither organization's plans 
include the land on which the Line is situated, 'fhe RCRRD contacted the Longview and Tyler 
MPOs in connection with the long range planning process by letter dated May 1, 2012 (see 
Attachment No. 2) 'fo date Ihc RCRRD has received no response from either entity 
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(ii) 'fhe United Stales Natural Resources Conservation Service has evaluated the 
proposed abandonment as required by die Farmland Protection Policy Act ("FPPA"). A 
Farmland Conversion Impact liating was completed indicating that the proposed abandonment 
would not be considered a conversion of important farmland The United States Natural 
Resources Conservation Service's response, dated May 8,2012, is attached as Attachment No. 3 
and is hercby made a part hercuf 

(iil) Not Applicable 

(iv) 'fhe Line's right-of-way may be suitable for alternative public use by the City of 
Henderson for road purposes. The property will be offered, on rca.sonable terms, for sale for this 
public puiposc to the City of Henderson 

(4) Energy. 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodiiies. 

(iil) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall 
energy efficiency and explain why. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more 
than: 

(A) 1,000 rail carioads a year, or 

(B) an average of 50 rail carioads per mile per year for any pan of the affected 
line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. 

Response. 

(i) 'fhe abandonment will have no impact on the iransponation of energy resources. 

(ii) 'fhe abandonment will not affect the transportation of recyclable commodities 

(iii) 'fhe proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy 
efficiency. 

(iv) 'I'hc proposed action will not result in any diversion from rail to motor carriage. 

(5) Air (i). 

(i) if the proposed action will result in either: 
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(A) an increase in rail traflic of at least 100% (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the 
proposal, or 

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by carload 
activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the antictpaicd effect on air 
emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute 
service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection 
(5)(i)(A) will apply. 

Response: 

(i)(A-C) There is no significant adverse impact on these action items as a result of 
the propo.sed abandonment. 

(5) Air(ii). 

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class 1 or nonattainment area under the Clean Air 
Act, and will result in either. 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line, or 

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by earioad 
activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traflic of more than 10% of the average daily 
traflic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected increased 
emissions are wiihin the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan. However, for 
a rail constroction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U S.C. 10505), or a case involving the 
rcinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the three train a day threshold in 
this item shall apply. 

Response: 

(ii)(A-C) 'fhcre is no significant adverse impact on these action items as a result of 
the proposed abandonment. 

(6) Noise 

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed, stale 
whether the proposed action will cause: 

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more or 
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(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive 
receptors (e.g, schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and nursing 
homes) in the project area and quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are 
surpassed. 

Response: There is no significant adverse impact on these action items as a result of the 
proposed abandonmenl. 

(7) Safety. 

(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (Including 
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings) 

(ii) if hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and 
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if mixed, could 
react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the 
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; 
the contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of 
hazardous materials. 

(lii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been 
known hazardous materials spills on the righl-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the 
types of hazardous materials involved. 

Response, 'fhe proposed action would remove a highway rail crossing, thereby removing 
any potential safety hazard which may currently exist. The proposed action will have no adverse 
impact on public health and safety, there arc no hazardous materials expected to be transported, 
and there are no known hazardous waste sites or sites with known hazardous matenal spills on 
the right-of-way. 

(8) Biological resources. 

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department, state whether 
the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the eflcets. 

(li) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests 
will be aflccted, and describe any effects. 

Response: 

(i) The 'fexas Parks & Wildlife Department has reviewed the proposed abandonment 
and does not anticipate significant adverse impacts to rare, threatened or endangered species or 
other fish and wildlife resources, 'fhe 'fexas Parks & Wildlife Department's response, dated May 
21,2012, IS attached as Attachment No. 4 and is hereby made a part hereof 
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•fhe RCRRD contacted the U.S Fish and Wildlife Department regarding the proposed 
abandonment by letter dated. May 1,2012 (see Attachment Nu. 2) and has received no response 
to date. 

(ii) No wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests will be 
affected as a result of the proposed abandonment. 

(9) Water. 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the 
proposed action is consistenL wiUi applicable Federal, Suite or local water quality standards 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether 
permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the 
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be aflccted. 
Describe the effects. 

(iii) State whether pemiits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S C. § 
1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S Environmenlal 
Protection Agency or the stale environmental protection or equivalent agency if they arc unsure 
whether such permits are required.) 

Resnon.se: 

(i) The U.S. Natural Resourecs Conservation Service has reviewed the proposed 
abandonment and has not indicated any concerns regarding water quality standards (see 
Attachment No. 3). 

(ii) 'fhe RCRRD contacted the U S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated May I, 
2012 (sec Attachment No. 2). 'fo date the RCRRD has received no response. 

(iii) 'fhe RCRRD contacted Texas Commission on Environmental Quality by letter 
dated May 1,2012 (see Attachment No. 2). To date the RCRRD has received no response. 

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate, adverse environmenlal impacts, 
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

Response- 'fherc are no known adverse environmental impacts 
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IIISTORIC REPORT 
49C.F.R.SlI0S.8fd) 

(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed 
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the 
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad 
structures that are 50 years old or older and are pan of the proposed action: 

Rcsnoniie- See Attachment No. 1 

(2) A wntten description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths to the extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area. 

Response, 'fhe width of the rail corridor is approximately 100 feet, 'fhe Lme is located 
in the downtown residential district of a city with a population of approximately 13,700. It is a 
zero grade section. 

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding area: 

Response: 'fhe location of the proposed abandonment does not include any railroad 
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older. Photographs of the immediately 
surrounding area are atuichcd as Attachment No. 6 and is hereby made a part hereof 

(4) 'Hie date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 
alterations to the extern such information is known: 

Rcsnon.sc: Not applicable 

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what, if 
any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action-

Response: Sec the preceding pages for a brief history and description of carrier 
operations. 

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's posse.ssion, such as engineering drawings, 
that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic: 

Response: Not applicable. 

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to 
whether the site and/or structures meet the cnleria for listing on the National Register of Histonc 
Places (36 CFR §60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of^archcological resources or any oUier 
previously unknown historic properties in Uie project area, and the basis for these opinions 
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies 
or universities): 
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Response: The History Programs Division of the 'fexas Historical Commission has 
reviewed the proposed abandonment, which was coordinated through email and telephone 
correspondence 'fhe 'fexas Historical Commission reviewed the matter in 2008 when UP 
abandoned the Line pnor to its purehase by the RCRRD and determined that the project could 
proceed. As shown in Attachment No. 5, the 'fexas Historical Commission has stated that the 
site and/or structures are not eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and 
that Uiey do not require any further coordination on this proposed abandonment 

(8) A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's posse.ssion) of any 
known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally occurring 
or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy 
conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the surrounding terrain: 

Response. Not applicable. 

(9) Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request die following additional informalion regarding specified non-railroad owned 
properties or group of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad nghl-of-way. Photographs 
of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or odier public 
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered 
archeological sites, identifying the locations and type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or native 
American): 

Response: Not applicable. 

Dated t h i s Z ^ d a y of September, 2012. 

Respecifully submitted, 

M4, 
C Brian Cas.sic^(_) 
State Bar No. 03978880 
Locke Lord LLP 
100 Congress Ave., Suite 300 
Austin,'fexas 78701 
(512)305-4700 
(512) 305-4800 (Facsimile) 

Counsel for the Rusk County Rural Rail District 
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Cert i f icate o f Service 
'I'hc undersigned hercby certifies thai a copy of the foregoing Combined Environmental 

and Historical Report for the RCRRD's l-lendcrson-Overton Branch Spur in Rusk County, Texas 
and an associated transmittal letter (Attachment No. 7) was served by first class mail on the 
26th day of June, 2012 on the following parties: 

State Clcarinifhouse for alternate): 
Jonathan Hurst 
Governor's Office of Budget and Planning 
P.O.Box 12428 
Austin,'fexas 78711 

James Randall 
Director of Transportation, Planning and 
Programming 
'lexas Department of Transportation 
118 East Riverside Plaza 
Austin, Texas 78704 

Stale Environmental Protection Aiscncv 
'fexas Commission on Environmenlal Quality 
Region 5, 'fyler Office 
Leroy Biggers, Regional Director 
2916 league Dr. 
'fyler,'fX 75701-3734 

State Coastal Zone Manaecmcnt Aucncv 
(if applicable): 
Not applicable. 

Head of Count\' fPlanning): 
Rusk County Commissioners 
115 Nordi Main Street 
County Courthouse 
Henderson, Texas 75652-3147 

Environmental Protection Aeencv 
(regional office). 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

U.S. Armv Corps of Engineers: 
U.S. Army Engineer District Fort Worth 
Bcnbrook Lake Project Office 
P.O. Box 26619 
Fort Worth, Texas 76126-0619 

National Park Service. 
National Park Service 
Iniermountain Region 
12795 Alameda Pkwy 
Denver, CO 80228 

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation 
Scr\'icc. 
USDA. Natural Resources Conservation 

Service 
Soil Survey Seciion 
W R Poage Federal Bldg. 
101 South Main Strcet 
Temple,'fexas 76501-7682 
National Geodetic Survey: 
National Geodetic Survey 
Edward J. McKay, Chief 
Spatial Reference System Division 
NOAA N/NGS2 
1315 E-W Highway 
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282 

State Historic Prcscr\'ation Office-
'fexas Historical Commission 
Linda Henderson 
Historian, Federal Programs 
History Programs Division 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711-2276 

Rusk County Rural Rail District 
Combined IZnvironmenial and Historic Repon 
STB Docket No. AB- I 103X 



U.S. Fish and Wildlife-
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Southwest Region 2 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
500 Gold Avenue SW - Room 4000 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

Other Aiiencies Consulted: 
'I'exas Parks & Wildlife 
Carter Smith 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744-3291 

(b r -U 
i8ej 

C. Brian Cassidy 
State Bar No. 0397888( 
Locke Urd LLP 
100 Congress Ave, Suite 300 
Austin,'I'exas 78701 
(512)305-4700 
(512) 305-4800 (Facsimile) 

Counsel for the Rusk County Rural Rail District 

Rusk County Rural Rail Dislrict 
Combined Environmental and Historic Repon 
STB Docket No. AB-I I03X 



Attachment Nu. 1 
Map of Proposed Abandonment 

Rusk County Rural Rail District 
Combined Environmental and Iiistoric Repon 
STB Docket No. AB- i ]03X 
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At tachment No. 2 
'fhe RCRRD's letters to federal, state and local government agencies 

Ru.sk County Rural Rail Disb-ict 
Combined lEnvironmcntal and Historic Report 
STB Docket No AB-iI03X 

http://Ru.sk


JohnCloutler' 

' ' - . -''President • 

^ M . 
...: Sue Henderson-.. 

,, ••'•Vice President.".-
- i.-/" • • •• - . 1 . - ' . ^ 

••• "^ " , . '•- i '^ i •» . 

r •'-'I- VI ' - \ • •. 
i:>'. '̂',Scbtt Andrews . 

. . * ! - • • - . • . . • • • • - • • , 

•- • - x ' ; M a y , i r 2 0 1 2 . ; . . . ; . . . -,^. ;< . , ._,, 
••.. ;•'.'•"- =j'. ••"/•-.• '•'.. v ;.-' ' . - •" . ' • - : . . ; • •• •• 
• =". 'V-'* ' i TcnA 'M'ntiir^T Rpcniirrr.e rnnservat ioh Service tion Service' . . "i-iVj • • > ^ ? ^ .;•-• :•;:. •*.-': 

L'.'/li^Rlcki Keeling'. \ -
. - - . S h * ' . " ' i , . - ' : , - . • 

r^*, Board Member" .*, 

• •; , ' . ? . - i • : . - . . * . . 

' " • Dwayne Mllev >:,' 

1 ' Jack Turner 
Board Member 

"-.,.. "i" -;. ' . : -vproi^M^dabaiidohmehfon '..•.-"• 
- • - 1 ' • * ••' ,,"' and wHetherlhe proposed action is consistenl^ • . . - \ . ./'* 
• . • ' • ' " • locar.waier quality'stahdardi includmg a'dcscrî ^̂ ^ ": •'.'.:-

•' • . . . " . , . 'you may "identify" (W §ir05."7(c)(9)(i)).- ••-N- ' • • ' • • . " ' 

•'We do not anticipate any adverse environmental impacts. However,-if .-"• • 
you identify'any adverse enviro'nmental impacts,'describe any actions ih^t arc 
proposed in order to mitigate the environmental impacts Please provide a 
written response that can be included in an Environmental Report, which will : 
be sent lo the STB. 

400 West Main Henderson/Texas 75652' 
Ethail: fnfo 15) ruskco untvrail.org 

www rusitcountvrali.org 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext. 700 
Fax 903-655-1296 

http://untvrail.org


. .̂ Service 
May 1.2012 
Page 2 

. 1 ' 

^ U.S. Natural Resources Conser\'aiion 

Thank you for your assistance. Please send your reply to the address 
above. If you require turlher information or have any questions, please 
contact me at the number shown above. 

Sincerel 

cc: Lori F Winland 
Locke Lord LLP 



John Cloutler 
• . 1 ' 

President 

Sue Henderson 

Vice President 

Scott Andrews 

Treasurer 

Ricici Keeling 

Board Member 

Dwayne Mllcy 

' Board Member 

Sack Turner 

Board Member 

May 1,2012 

City o f Longview 
Metropolitan Planning Organizuuon 
P.O. Box 1952 
Longview T X 75606-1952 • 

RE Rusk County Rural Rail DisU'ici Rail Line Abandonment Request' 

Dear Sir/Madam. ' * ' • 

T'he Rusk County Rural Rail Dislrict C'KCRRD") plans to request autiionty from ihc, 
Surface Transportation Board C'STB") to abandon a portion o f lis Henderson-Ovenon Branch 
Spar from Milepost / ^ . ^ to'Miiepost / ^ . / a distance o f ' 9 miles in.Rusk County, 
Texds. A map o f ilie proposed u^ck abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CF.R ,Pan 1152, and the environmental 
regulations at 49 C I'.R. Pan 1105.7, this letter is lo request your assistance m identir>nng any. 
potential cfTecis^of the alundonment • Specilically, I am requesting your.assistance in 
identifying whether the proposed abandonment is iilcely to adversely aneci endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and i f so, to describe the effects (49 

CFR. Pan 11057(e)(8)(i)) 
. * * ' • ' 

We.do not anticipate any adverse environmental impacts. However, i f you identify 
any adverse environmental impacts, describe any actions that 'arc proposed in order to 
niitigaie the environmenlal impacts. Please provide us wiih a written response thai can be 
included in an Environmental Report, which wil t be sent to the STB! 

'fhanlc >'0U for your assistance Please send your reply to the address above, i f you* 
require funher infomiatton or have any questions, please contact me at ihe number shown 
above. 

L o r i F Winland 
Locke Lord LLP 

400 Wes t l\Aain Henderson, Texas 75652 

Emai l : i n f o ® ruskco untvrai i org 

w w w ruskco untvraii org 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext. 700 

Fax 903-655-1296 



John Ctoutier 

President 

Sue Henderson' 

' Vice President 

Scott Andrews 

Treasurer 

Rlcki Keelins 

Bosrcl Member 

Dwayne Mlley 
- Board Member 

Kelly Sparlts 
• Board Member 

Jack Turner 
Board Member 

May 1,2012 

City of 'I'yler 
Metropolitan Planning Organizauon 
P O. Box 2039 
Tyler TX 75710-2039 

RE Rusk County Rural Rail Distnct Rail Line Abandonment Request 

Dear Sir/Madam. 

The Rusk County Rural Rail District f'RCRRD") p[ans to request authority from 
the Surface Transponaiion Boaj;d f'STB") to abandon a portion of its I Ienderson-Ov«lon 
Branch Spur from Milepos! / p ' ^ .to Milepost ^ l . a distance'of ^ ^ miles in'Ftusk 
County, Texas. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached ' 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR.'Part 1152, and the environmental 
regulations at 49 C.F.R. Pan. 1105 7,'diis letter is to request your assistance in identifying 
any potential effects of the abandonment Specifically, I am requesting your assistance in 
idcntilying whether the proposed,abandonment is'Iikeiy lo adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and i f so, lo descnbe the effects 
(49C.FR.PanlI05.7Ce)(8)(0) ! 

We do not anticipate any adverse envuonmenial impacts However, if you identify 
any adverse environmenlal impacts, describe any actions, lliut arc proposed in order to 
mitigate the environmental impacts. Please provide us widi a written response that can be 
included in an Environmenlal Repon, which will be sent to the STB. 

Thank you for your assistance Please send your reply to the address above If you 
require further informalion or iiavc any questions, please contact me at tiie number shoŵ n 
above 

Sincerely, 

Clouticr 

cc: Lori F. Wmiand 
Locke Lord Li.P 

400 West Main Henderson, Texas 75652 
Email: lnfog>ruskcountvrali ore 

www.ruskcountvrail org 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext. 700 

Fax 903-655-1296 

http://www.ruskcountvrail


/ : 
•-^'^.^::::!:^l 

< *̂.̂ '̂ John Cloutler,^. ' 

• .1.? -.President'^.','• 

' ' ' i r ' " ' . i * ' * • ' * ' . ' , 

••• Sue Henderson''" 

,1 Irfr I, S iV^ 

"iV'BoarclMe'mb'er • 

'.- r Dwayne Miley' 
I Board Member T 

. 1 1 , • - - ' ' ' • ' 

Board Member 

• I ^ ^ , • 
• I l -1 ' • * ' " " ' . ' 1 . ' . . • J » " ^ " ^ 

.V5: 

-.i.? • • - • . .- , ',".-.: --Vr,.-.-...'^ r- . >'•: . -VJV' f il '•• ..-• •'.' -.•v.-.;v» ";:"• . r ' ^ - - ' - - V " . 1-; . V • 
. ' :-*r ... : • ' . " » ' , •, •• / ,•*• _'-ul:v;. • :;•- .y. " t « \_ ••-iMii^V-'• \''J -̂  = ,v 
• ''̂ -,-- ' . • ' ^Ptirauant to the STBJs regulBtions;.at-49,CF.R Pan 1152,';and ihe''cnvironiTienial''/' ')•/[-*• . , . , 
i \ >̂  regulations at;49 CFR. Pan [105.7, iKis letter'is tpl'rcqucst youV'assistan'celin identifying'any;-' ' i . •''.'• .̂7,-

'>"J/" Tiwiemial leffects of'thc abandonmenl •'.. Specifically, -1 am requesling'your*assisionce'-in "'.' i''..j." V 
'-. ' •'̂ . identifying whether the proposed'abandon'rhcntiis^iikely. to advcreely * affect. endarigered,*or ,. .;: ' * 
• ' ' threatened spec'ies.or areas designated as a' critical habitat, and if so.'urdcs'cribe the effects (49 . - . : \ 
:•. .. CF.R.PartIi05 7(e)(85(i)) -, - ' [̂ ' ;• ".'.V' ' ''* ; • - ; / ; ' . . . . " : . / \ , /• 

• . ^ We do not anticipate any ad wrse'environmental impacts.' However, if you identify any •'• 
adverse environmental impacts, describe-any actions iKat are proposed in order to mitigate the , .' 
environmental impacts.'Please provide us with,a written response.that can,be included in.an ' 'C, 

*EiivironmeniaIRepon,'whiclliwiIIbcseiitlothcSTB " • *' . : ' ' " *•-'• 
. . r " " • . • * . . . . . - . ; . • - . ' . " • - " 

•Thank you for your.assistance. Please send your reply to the addrcss'above. if you 
require further infomiiition or have,any question's, please conuct.me at'liic'.numlicr shown* 
above', ' , •_ ' • , . . • . * • ' • • ' ' • ' ' * ' •. 

cc: ' • Lori F Winland -
Locke Lord LLP 

400 West Main Henderson; Texas 7S652 
Email, i n fo gi ruskco untvra il .org 

www.ruskcountvrail org 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext. 700 
Fax 903-655:1296 

http://www.ruskcountvrail
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* John Cloutier 
•• - 1 .• • . - ' . • 

President' 

Sue Henderson. • 

Vice President :. . 
• . • • , - * • > 

. 1 • . } - ' • . 

(.' 
•Scott Andrews * \ 
- •'.' . ' • - lO , - • 

i " . Treasurer-! i 
' . ' ' * • * • " ^ 

I J f i f •.•^t'- . T ^ ' |•^ "• : * 
' ^ ^ • ' / - ' ^ ' • - • - . • ' ' " • • ' 

...'- .RlckiKeeiing''.^. 
: '̂ Board.Member •': 

l^.-i •.y.t - . - r i - . :*.. 
, . f '.'^'^^ ••«• 1 . -

• '•'::>:•:•.:,'^'i 
• Dwayne Miley • 

. ; ' Board Member. 
*i • ' - -k -
• . • ' ' • • " ' . • • " ' * , 

• \,Keliy Sparks ' 

Board Me'mber,. '• 

- ..^/"^l/Si^.-
Jack Turner 

* Board Member 

May 1,2012 • ..' ' 
.- .•.:/- -V'' . ... : - — •.-. 

•' •' - -.- U.S.' Fish and Wildlife Service. . 

•, t " 

M 1 mi 

' ' .' u . o . r isn ana wiiuitLc ocrvicu. • , • , i , . — • • .. a . . 
. - [ . "^/.Southwest RcBiqii 2 . '••'. . ' ' ; • ' • • ' ' • , . " . . ' . , 

.' •'',-* •' .U S." Fish' andwilciiifc Scrvicev [ ' . , X •-'. \ ' / ' -
. / • i ; 500^G6ld'AvenueS\y-i'Ro6in'460p , i / j " - - " " '• " - •: ' > ' . - ' 
;:v- : : Albuquerque, NM 87102 .. ^.. 

•:•„'.• auinorityi trom inerauriacc^^iransporiaiion Doara-.^. O I D ;.iiu-auoiiuuii p. 
. ' '"••'• ••pdrtion..of its'HenderScih-Ovehon Branch. Spur froiii Milepost VS '̂.̂ -Vto 

./• . Mil'epost i / i ' l ,.a disJance-pf..« J I'miles m-Rusk-, County,.Teljas':A iTiaj? of 
'•_ ' - I h ^ nrnnnc^H t rar l r nhnnr lnnment if i . i t t nched ' - . " ' ' - . * • . . 

. ypur'*,Msistance iii idemifyiiig'any potential,.effects .of-iKe abaiidonnicnt. 
•;., Specifically.-'T'am reqiiesling-yW assistance in; identifying whether the 
•'; ' .proposed abandonment'is likely to adyc^sel>^ affect endangered orahreaic'ned, 

' "sijccies'or areas desFgnated'as a critical habitat, and'if so, to"describe the 
'•'i="efrccts(49CF.R-P£irt'1105 7(c)(8)(i)): .' • "•: •.•]• 

• ' " . ' ! " . " . . • ' " . ' • • . . " . . * • ' • • • ' • 

We do not Snticipaie any adve'ree'environmental impacts However, if 
you identify any adverse environmental impacts, describe'any actions that arc 
proposed in* orxler'' to mitigate Uie' environmental impacts. Please provide a 
written response, that can be included in an Environmental Report, which will 
be sent to the* STB. 

400 West Main Henderson, Texas 75652 
Email: info g)ruskcou ntvraii.org 

- ' www.ru5kcduntvraii.org 

Plione 903-657-9146 Ext. 700. 
Fax 903-655-1296 

http://ntvraii.org
http://www.ru5kcduntvraii.org


Thank you for your assistance. Please send your reply to the address 
above. If you require further information or have any questions, please 
contact mc at the number shown above. 

SinccreU< 

Lori F. Winland 
Locke Lord LLP 



/ 
/ 

• ' i . John Cloutler -,,1'. 
"".' V;.' President^ j " • -.' 

• . ,1 ^ - • * ' ' 

V ?.' 

•• • -SucHe'nderson '''• 
• - . " - s ^ • • ' : . " * - - t , ' ^ •/' 

"./',Vice President'"^ 
•̂ -.-•-.'i ; > .-••.- .-

' \ " i ' ' . . - ' , { •,* ^;-

• . . i ' l l v - - ^ ' . - • • • • • . 
•* '.ScottAndrews^ 

...'•*,..••" v'Benbrook Lake Proj 
"•'•̂ ^ •-' • • ' : ' 'PO.Box26619 "" 

" "'.Rlckl Keeling.!--

>> ' Board.Member ' 

. „ ; - . ; : ^ . . - : \ 
- I ' " V- * 

"'*-Dwayne Miley .'• •. 

.. !.BoardMember>v' 

Jack Turner 
Board Member 

. • : - M a y r,2012 

sij . „ ' ' ^ : ? ' 6?"-"?y Corps of Engiifeers . 1 
•j-':--. " ;^ 'U.S'ArmyEngincerr ' '•• " " " ' ' ' 

of Engineers . .' •; • ; vC) .XV-'.^xj^". . ' .. 
cer District Fort-Worth' .- • ..,.; X ^ S ^ \ V ; - . *. 
roject Office' -.-•'-.• . *. V.',/' ' l i j ^ ^ i^ .* ••' ;'• ' . / r-.-^ 

-". " . . ' f . • - . ' . ' . • -.- 'V.':"' - N- • •>:- : , :. 
•:.;<--.i- \ \ Fort Worth", Texas •'76126-0619 ' ; ' • ' > ;"' _•,.• I '. \ - ' '•'• 
•'-•••. y ' -A ' i ' - ••! . . ; • , . ' . • • • M. •• . • • . J* .• . .."' • • ' - • " , 

• " - - ^ * ' . \ - '*' f i I ~ •.- . V i . ; "̂  . - • . ' • • . . • • .* .-

.,v. ^.^^,:-..y?, " - ' -,-- - -.. •. -̂  v'-.s . <'., . . ' .1 \ ; . ; \w . ; - , . , ^ . ' '< 
:J •'s"" •'̂ ' ' ".. 'RE. Rusk CInuhtv Rural Rail DiKlrint Rni I.inri'^Ahflndonnrient 

• oftheprop'ose'd track abandonment is attached: '^' ' .-' '• ' J ' . •" 
. : • '.'r:.-' •;••••• ' • ':.-.. • :" •". . ' :•(• '•' *•' ;•• : • - -' ••'•:•* . • 

•".,. • ' ' ' * " .Puraiiaht to'theSTB'sregiilXio/s^at 49 G.FR.^Part 1152, arid the '. ^ '̂.'•/,'': '̂ 
" ' " •-,*.-•'enyirbnriieiiiah regulations at 4 9 ' G . F ' R . Paji ,1105 7,.this .leitcr* is.to ;•/ ' . " • 
*-. .''-.- - ' ' request, yoiir assistance in, identifying any. potential effects of the • •• ..., .• 

' V i?^^"*^?!^?"?^- Specifically;• r,'..am 1 requeslihg; ^ assistance.-.in* •',••' ',•:: 
'•• -. .. H *'-. ' • ' .idenlifying^vhethcr permits underWlion 404 of tHe Clean Water Act'(3 . ^ *. :-' 
*.' , .> •'• : ' .'• \ 'U.S.C. '1344) are required foi-'the p'roposed-'abandonmcni and.whether-:•• ' \ ' < 

• '" • -,•.•"'''• .'.. "any designated wetlands or lOO-yeiu" hood'plainVwill.be aff̂ ^ ' ••'••:[ 
' ' • * descripUonofiheeffects(49CF.R'Part'ijq5-7(e)(9)(ii)) -• - / -

•We do not anticipate any-adverse cnvironm'ental impacts, '.'fw -
However, if you identify'any adverse environmental'impacts, describe 
any actions Uiat are proposed in order to mitigate the environmental 
impacts. Please provide us with a written response that can be included in 
an Environmental Report, which will be sent'to the STB. 

400 West Main Henderson, Texas 75652 

Email: Inf0@ru5kc0untvraii.org 

www.ru5kcountvraii.org 

Phone 903-657-91.46 Ext. 700 
Fax 903-655-1296 

mailto:Inf0@ru5kc0untvraii.org
http://www.ru5kcountvraii.org
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Thank you for your assistance. Please send your reply to the 
address above. If you require further informauon or have any questions, 
please contact me at the number shown above. 

Sincer 

)hn Cloutier 

cc: Lori F. Winland 
Locke Lord LLP 
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;-'* .JoHriCioutie'r. ' 

• -^President • \ 

> Sue Henderson ̂ * < 
- • « • • " : • : . * ' • • : • i - •• T 

:•. ^ Vice President-
. - ' i . - ' . • ' • • •^'••- :' ' '-

k^ir/ iV-- .^•^::: r-
'J • 1 '̂ Scott Andrews : 

jy-. • •• . J" >• • ' * 

• '̂ =i. v'? -Treasurer'*.' . 
fjl.;?.-^ ; L : V 
. •: . f ' ^ . . ' • . , t • . 

"*:-''r«"RlckrKeeling - * 
,- ••• •• . ' i i - -» " ^ 
.- ' Board Member 

•-:y:^ >::•>•••• 
;-»•Dwayne Mlley-,"' 

• -M-Board Member 

^t-• '•„••_-. ' . .. 

"^.- Jack Turner 
: •, • Board Member 

t , . I - I , • w 
, M , - . •*, . . . ' •.' 
. ' ' • - ' - . • ' 

. - • • : - . : ^ ' ; ; > ' • • ; • • • : • • • ' . . . • • :^ 

••; .• . May 1,2012 . .a 
•',"'1 -'̂  • . . " ' i . ' - ' • ' • ,• •" . ' • . • , : • •» oa • • ' 

~'-TexasCo'mm'issionbnEnvironmental Quality ' *;.• ^ '. \ • • *, - " S : ' 
''. ':*'Regi6ii'5,tyIcfOnicV ••" . . , ' \ . ' • • ' : ' • ' - ' '- ' V-"-^^ ';,.'•. 

S' . Leroy Biggers, Regional Director ' \ - . . - ' ^ ^ \ ' •• .• "••' '••.•' "•.,*•. 
:."* 2916 Teagiic Dr*; - •'!•••• '•• ' • . . ' - . ' . . ^ ' ' ' • - ; . - ' ' ' " ' : : " . . V " ' - •-'- ' -
•• ..<. Tyle^TX7570U37341 • • ' - " • • • • • ' • : ^̂  ' • :.' > : ) - . ' ' ' / ' ' • [.. ' ^: ' - .A- ' ' 

,-.• ' . ^v ' . •^ . • r '-V. • •" . . ' ^ . ' / . . -v . : ' . 'cVre: ' ; - ; :-• • • ' O - / ' ' 

^;'^:'.unde^^seclion402'ohhe'eiearj Water_Act̂ (33'̂ ^^^^^ *.'- . 
; ' - - ' proposed abandoiment(49.C.F.R.Psul'n^^^^ . ' • " • • - . ' * ' . 
* ' ' . ' _ • ' , ' . • \ - . . J- ' ' • ' • * ' . • " - ; ; . " . 

"We do not anticipaic any-a'dverse'envirdnmehtal-impacts-However," if- * '.'•/: 
you identify any adverse environmental impacts,-describe any actions that are . . 
proposed in order to mitigate the environm'ental iinpacts Please provide us 
with a written response that can be included in an Environmental Report, 

* which will tie sent to the STB 

400 West Main Henderson, Texas 75652 
Email- info fiPruskcountvraii.ore 

www.ruskcountvrail.org 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext 700 
Fax 903-655-1296 

http://www.ruskcountvrail.org


Thank you for your assistance. Please send your reply to the address 
above If you require further information or have any questions, please contact 
mc at the number shown above. 

Sincerely, 

ohn Cloutier 

cc- Lori F. Winland 
Locke Lord LLP 



^'^^^^^^^-^^S^.ES^Slfe .*Haieft'^ 

John Cloutier 
President 

Sue Henderson 
Vice President 

Scott Andrews 
Treasurer 

Rickl Keeling 
Board Member 

' Dwayne Miley 
Board Member 

Jack Turner j 
Board Member I 

i 

•S3 
May 1,2012 

Texas Historical Commission ^ 
James W Steely 
Histor>' Program Division 
P O. Box 12276 
AuslmTX 78711-2276 

RE: Rusk County Riuvl Rail Di&liict Rail Line Abandonment Request 

Dear Sir/Madame: 

The Rusk County Rural Rail District ("RCRRD") plans to request auihoiily 
pom Ihe Surface Transpoiiaiion Board C*STB'*) to abandon a portion of its 
i-Icndcrson-Ovenon Branch Spur from Mile|iosi / ^ i l to Milepost d - l . a distance 
of .,£_9.. miles in Rusk County, '1 exus A map of the propo-sed track abandonmenl ih 
attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR. Pan 1152, and ihc 
environmental regulations at 49 C.F.R. Pan 1105 7, this Icitei is to request your 
assisiaiice in ideniifying any potenual effects qf the abandonment Spccitlcalty, I am 
requesting your a.ssisijmce in ideniifying whether permits under .section 404 uf the 
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) arc required for the proposed abandonineiii and 
whcihci any designated wetlands or lOO-ycar flood plHins'unli be offceied, with a 
description of the effecis (49 C.F.R. Pan 1105 7(c)(9)(ii)). 

We do not anticipate any adverse cnviroiimcniBl impacts, llowevei. if you 
identify any adverse environmenlal impacts, describe any actions that arc proposed in 
order to mitigate the environmenlal impacts. Please provide us with a written response 
that can be included in an Environmenlal Report, which will be &eni to the STB. 

400 West Mam Henderson, Texas 75652 
Email: lnfo@ruskcountvrall.QrH 

www.ruskcountvrail ore 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext 700 
Fax 903-655-1296 

mailto:lnfo@ruskcountvrall.QrH
http://www.ruskcountvrail


Thank you for your assisuince. Please send your reply lo the address above. If 
\uu require further informalion or have any questions, please contact me al the number 
shown above. 

Sincciely. 

ou^ 
fohn Cloutier 

cc- Lori F. Winland 
Locke 1 ord LLP 
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United Slates Department of Aqnculture 
101 S. Mam Siroet 
Temple, TX 76501-6624 
Plione: 254-742-9826 
FAX: 254-742-9859 

Natural KC.MHII'CCS Cnnsei-viidon Service 

\ 
'li • ^ . / 

May R, 2012 

Ru.sk County Rural Rail Disliicl 
400 West Mam 
Ilcndeison.Texas 75652 

Aliciition. John Cloutier 

Subject. LNU-Fjrmland Protection 
Propo.sed Rail Line Ahandonnicni " 
Rusk County, Texas 

We have reviewed the information provided in your correspondence duied May I, 2012 
concerning the pio|Kiscd rjil line abandonment in Ru.sk County, Texas- 'fhi.s review i.s 
pajt of the National Environmeiiiiil Policy Act (iVEPA) cvaluaiion for Surface 
Trun.sporialion Board We have evaluated ilic pru|X).<*cd site as required by the Faiinland 
ProtCLlion Policy Act frPPA). 

The propo.sed project may coniain Imporiuni Farmland Soils, liuwcvei, wc do not 
nnrmally considci the rail line abandonment on an c.xi.stmg railro<id a conversion of 
Impoiiani Faiinland Wc have Lnmpleicd a Farmland Conversion Inipuci Rating d'orm 
AD-IOOti) indicaiing the exeinpiion. We uigc you lu uhc accepted erosion control 
mcthod.s during construction 

If you have any questions, please contact mc at (254) 742-9855. Fax (254) 742-9859 oi- by 
cin.iil lit wavnc.tmbneUg'ix.iisdH.pov 

Sincw-cly. _ , 

Wayne Gabriel 
NRCS Soil Scientist 

Aiuichrncni 

http://Ru.sk
http://Ru.sk


U S. Department of AgncuRure 

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING 
P A R T I (To bo cortVilBtBd by Federal Agency) 

Name of Pfoiecl Rail Line Abandonment 

Pnoposad Lend Use 

PART ii (TobocompleiadbyNRCS) 

DBM Of Land Evaluation Request May 1,2012 

Federal Agency invohfed Surlaco Transportalnn Board 

County and SlelaRusk County TX 

Date Roquasi Rocoivod By NPCSMay 2,2012 

DQOS Ihe si:e conioin prime, urtiqus, statewide or local importani farmland^ 

(It no. the FPPA does not aff>ly • do not camfMte eddilfonetpatts ot IMs torn) 

Ma]or CrDp(a) 

Name ol Land Evaluation System Used 

YES NO 

D IS 
FarmoUe Land In Govt. Jurisdiction 

Acres % 

Name of State or Local Silo Assessment System 

PART i l l (ToboGomplctodbyFadBmlAgoncy} 

A Total Acres To Bs Convericd Directly 

B. Total Acres To Bo Convened Indlrecily 

C. Tolal Acres In Slle 

PART iV (To be eomi^ted by NRCS} Lend Evatuaiion Intorniatlon 

A Totol Acres Prime And Unique Farmlond 

B. Total Acres Stoiewide Imponont or Local Imponant Farmland 

C. Perconlago 01 Familand In County Or Local Govt. Uni To Be Converted 

D Percentage 01 Familand In Govt Jurisdicilon With Same Or Higher Rolallvo Value 

PART V (To tie completed tiy NRCS) Land Evaluation Cnterion 
RelahvB Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 lo 100 PoEnls) 

PART Vi (To be completed by Federal Agency) Site Assessment Crlleila 
tCriterIa are oxt^med In 7 CFR ̂ 8 . 5 D. For Corrkbroroloct uso Uum NRCS'CPA-108) 

1. Area In Non*urban Use 

2. Penmetor In Non-urlian Uso 

3 Percent 01 Site Being Fanned 

4 ProiQction PtDvidad By Stale and Local Govemment 

5. Oislance From Urban Built-up Area 

6. Distance To Urtan Support Senrices 

7. Size Ot Present Fami unn Compared To Average 

a Craailon 01 Non-faimatdo Farmlond 

9 Avallabllily Of Farm Suppon Senricas 

10 On-Farm tnveslmcnis 

11. Ellecis Of Conversion On Farm Support Services 

12 Compatit^llly With Existing Agricultural Use 

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 

PART Vi i (To be completed by Federal Agency) 

Rolailve Value Of Familand (From Part V) 

Total Site Assessment (From Pan W above or locBl site ass^smmt) 

TOTAL POINTS (Total o l above 2 linos) 

Site Selected 

Maximum 
Points 

(15) 

(10) 

(20) 

(20) 

(15) 

(15) 

(10) 

(10) 

(51 

(20) 

(tO) 

(10) 

160 

100 

160 

260 

Dote 01 Selection 

Acres Irrigated Average Fann Size 

Amount of Fannland As Defined In FPPA 

Acras' % 

Dale Land Evaluation Returned by NRCS 

<7 «//5 
Alierneilve Siie Reiing 

Slle A 

Slle A 

SIteB 

SiteB 

SiioC 

SiteC 

SlieO 

SiteD 

Was A Local Silo Assessment Used? 

YES D NO D 

Reason For Selection* 

Name of Federal agency representative completing this fomt- Date-

(See Instructlone on reverse side) FormAD-100G(03-0Z) 
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Jolin Cloutier 

President 

Sue Henderson 

Vice Presrdcnt 

Scott Andrews 

Trcasutei 

Rickl Keeling 

Board IS^ember 

Dwayne IMIley 

Board Member 

Jack Turner 
Board Member 

May 1.2012 

Texos Parks &>Wildlif i ! Dcpiirtnoeni 
Cancr Smith, Executive Director 
4200 SiTiitli School Road 
Austin, TX 78744-3291 

Texas Parks S Wildlife Depi. 

MAY - k 2012 

Wildlife Habitat Assessment Pfogram 

RE: Rusk County Rurul Rail District Rail Line Abandonmenl Request 

Deal Mr. Smith-

The Rusk County Rural Ruil Distncl ("RCRRD") plans to request authority Trom tlic 
Surface Transponaiion Roditl ("STB") to abandon a portion o f its llenduison-Ovenon Branch 
Spur from Milepost 15". Z- to Milepost j f r . J . a distance o f * ^ miles in Rusk County, Texas. 
A map of ihe proposed track alinndnnment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 C I ' R Pan I1S2, and the environmental 
rcgulniions nt 49 C T R Pan 1105.7. this Iciier is to request your assistance in identifying any 
potential efTecis o f the abandonment Speciflcaily, I am requesting your assistance in 
identifying whether iliu proposed abandonment is likely to adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a cnticai habitat, and i f so, to describe the effcctit (49 
C F R l>an 1105 7(eX8)(i))-

We do not anticipate any advenie ciiviroiiinentui impacts However, i r>ou identify any 
adverbc cnviroiiinenial iinpacts, descnbc any actions that aie proposed m order to mitigate the 
environmenlal impacts. Please piovide us with a written response tliai cnn he included in an 
Hitviioiiiiicntiil l\C|niit. wJiiLh \\\\\ h i icn; i.< the STD. 

Thank you for your assistance Please send youi reply to the address above I f you 
require further inlonnniion or hii^v any questions, please contact me at the number shuwii 
above. 

cc: Lori F Winfaiid 
Locke U i d LLP 

TEXAS 

'PARK a 'A 

WILDLIFE 

VnMlffD HabiM Auossmoirt Program 
does net anilcipate tlgniHcant 
advoTM (mpacM to ram, ttiraatonod 
or ondangBred^pKles, or octwr f i i l i 
endwfldir 
Si 

Dale-

•uvofH impacN to ram, threato 
ir ondangBredapKles, or octwr 
»«»wndllte.MSpufrt«.n J ' 

>aie- J .'S-^A/-^^^!? 

"rTutt>*ra:^^t ^e;(2jcs- -70-? 
400 West Main Henderson, Texas 75652 

Email: infota ruskco untvraii ore 

www.ruskcountvrali.org 

Phone 903-657-9146 ExL700 

Fax 903-655-1296 

http://www.ruskcountvrali.org
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O'Rei l ly, Br ian 

From: Linda Henderson <L1nda.Hender50n@thc.state.tx.us> 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 5:03 PM 
To: O'Reilly, Brian 
Subject: RE. SHPO review 
Attachments: DOCOOLpdf 

And I'm sorry I forgot the attachment. Here it is. 

Linda Handerson 
piione 512/463-5851 

From: Linda Henderson 
Sent: Thursday, June 28, 2012 5:02 PM 
To: 'O'Reilly, Brian' 
Subject: RE: SHPO review 

Brian, 

Attached is our response from 2008. Unfortunately, you can't read the stamp that says "Not Eligible. Project May 
Proceed," but our database and the codes written on our tracking sheet indicate the "Not Eligible" response. So we do 
not need any further coordination on this project 

Thank you, 

Linda 

Linda Henderson 
Histonan, Federal Programs 
l-iistory Programs Division 
Texas l-iistoncal Commission 
PO 80x12276 
Austin, Texas 78711-2276 
phone: 512/463-5851 
www the state tx us 

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
rrtf/ p t t t r t t t i t l n f r rs i §t»tl§i 

mailto:L1nda.Hender50n@thc.state.tx.us


Law Llcpartmenl 

October 2. 2008 

Texas mstorical Commission 
^ i m t i n W. &iyfal 

History Program Division 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin. TX 78711-2276 

Re: Proposed abandonment of the Henderson Industrial Lead from M. P. 0.59 near 
Overton to M. P. 16.28 near Henderson, Rusk County, Texas; STB Docket No. AB-33 
(Sub-No. 275) 

Dear Sir. 

Enclosed for your review are twenty photographs of the bridges located on 
the Henderson Industrial Lead which are over 50 years old. The bridges are described as 
follows: 

Miieoost 
0.85 

6 0 

6 9 

7.2 

7.8 

9.7 

Oescriotion 
3 Span l-Beam 

2 Span Rail Girder 

3 Span Through Plate Trestle 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

1 Span Rati Girder 

3 Span Rail Timber Pile Trestle 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

3 Span Rail Timber Pile Trestle 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

Lenath 
61' 

22' 

41' 

i r 

41' 

41' 

Year Constructed 
1937 

1927 

1929 

1929 

1929 

1929 

r 

10 2 

10 5 

107 

4 Span Rail Timber Pile Trestle 54 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

2 Span Rail Timber Pile Trestle 28' 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

4 Span Rail Timber Pile Trestle 52' 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

1925 

1917 

1929 

UNin<«PAUPICItAIUtUAl> lltUDouBluflicet .trUP I9M Oiiuhi.NE^IITV DTO fc( (40/)^ni O i l ' 



11 .4 4 Span Rail Timber Pile Trestle 54' 1916 
Ballast Deck (TPTBD) 

Finally, a map of the proposed abandonment and discontinuance is also 
enclosed for your reference 

Please advise if you believe there is hlstoncal significance to any of the 
bridges. Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Saylors 
(402) 544-4861 

Attachments 
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http://49C.fr


John Cloutler 

President 

Sue Henderson 

Vice President 

Scott Andrews 

Treasurer 

Ricki Keeling 

Board Member 

Dwayne Miley 

Board Member 

Jack Turner 
Board Member 

June 26,2012 

Rl^ Rusk County Rural Rail District Rail Combined Environmental and 
Historical Report 

To whom it may concern: 

The Rusk County Rural Rail District ("RCRRD") plans to request 
authority from the Surface Transponaiion Board ("STB") to abandon a portion 
of its Hcndcrson-Ovcrton Branch Spur from Miicpost 15.2 to Milepost 16.1, a 
distance of 0.9 miles in Rusk County, Texas. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations regarding environmental reports at 49 
C.F R. Pan 1105 7, the purpose of this letter is to provide your office with a copy 
of the Environmental Repon the RCRRD iniends to submii to the STB in 
connection with this abandonment request. This Environmental Repon is 
combined with the Historical Report required under 49 C.F.R. Pan 1105 8. 

Thank you for your assistance While there is no requirement that your 
office provide a response to this letter, if you have any questions, please contact 
mc al the number shown above. 

Sincerel 

cc. Lor i F. Win land 

Locke Lord L L P 

400 West Main Henderson, Texas 75652 

Email: infofaruskcountvraii.ore 
www ruskcountvraii.org 

Phone 903-657-9146 Ext 700 
Fax 903-655-1296 

http://ruskcountvraii.org


State Clearinghouse (or alternate): 
Jonathan Hurst 
Governor's Office of Budget and Planning 
P.O.Box 12428 
Austin, Texas 78711 

James Randall 
Director of Transportation, Planning and 
Programming 
Texas Department of Transportation 
118 East Riverside Plaza 
Austin, Texas 78704 

U.S. Armv Corps of Engineers: 
U.S Army Engineer District Fort Worth 
Benbrook Lake Project Office 
P.O. Box 26619 
Fort Worth, Texas 76126-0619 

National Park Service: 
National Park Service 
Iniermountain Region 
12795 Alameda Pkwy 
Denver, CO 80228 

State Environmental Protection Agency 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Region 5, Tyler Office 
Leroy Biggers, Regional Director 
2916Teague Dr 
Tyler, TX 75701-3734 

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation 
Scr\'ice. 
USDA, Natural Resources Conservation 

Service 
Soil Survey Section 
W R Poage Federal Bldg. 
101 South Main Street 
Temple, Texas 76501-7682 

State Coastal Zone Management Agency 
(if annHcablcV 
Not applicable. 

Head of County f Planning). 
Rusk County Commissioners 
115 North Main Street 
County Courthouse 
Henderson, Texas 75652-3147 

National Geodetic Survey: 
National Geodetic Survey 
Edward J. McKay, Chief 
Spatial Reference System Division 
NOAA N/NGS2 
1315 E-W Highway 
Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282 

Environmental Protection Agency 
(regional office): 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

State Historic Prciicrvation OfRcc. 
Texas l-lislorical Commission 
Linda Henderson 
Historian, Federal Programs 
History Programs Division 
P.O. Box 12276 
Austin, Texas 78711-2276 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife: 
U.S Fish & Wildlife Service 
Southwest Region 2 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
500 Gold Avenue SW - Room 4000 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 

Other Agencies Consulted: 
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Carter Smith 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744-3291 
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STBNO.AB-II03X 

Notice of Petition for Exemption to Abandon 

On September 28, 2012, the Rusk County Rural Rail District ("RCRRD") tiled with the Surface Transportation 
Board, Washington, D.C. 20423, a petition for exemption for the abandonment of a ponion of a line of railroad 
known as the Henderson-Overton Branch Spur, extending Trom railroad milepost 15.2 lo railroad miicpost 16 2, 
which traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 7S6S2, u distance of 0 9 miles, in Rusk County. 
Texas . The line for which the abandonment exemption request was filed does not include any suitions. 

'Ihe line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be 
made available promptly to those requesting it 

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by the labor protective conditions in Oregon Shon Line R 
Co.—Abandonment—Goshen, 360 I.C C. 91 (1979) 

Any offer of financial assistance will be due no later than 10 days after service ofa decision granting the petition for 
exemption. 

All interested persons should be aware that lollowing abandonment of rail service and salvage of the line, the line 
may be suiuibic for other public use, including interim trail use 

Any request for a public use condition and uny request for trail use/rail bunking will be due no later than 20 days 
uiler notice of the lllmg ofthe petition for exemption is publiiihed in the Federal Register. 

Persons seeking further information concerning abandonment procedures may contact the Surface '1 ransportation 
Board or refer to the full abandonment or discontinuance regulations at 49 Ci'R part 1152 Questions concerning 
environmental issues may be directed to the Board's Seciion of Environmental Analysis 

An environmental assessment (iiA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if necessary) prepared by the Section 
of Environmental Analysis will be served upon ail parlies of record and upon uny agencies or odier persons who 
commented during its preparation Any other persons who would like to obtain a copy of die EA (or EIS) may 
contacl the Section of Environmental Analysis. EAs in these abandonment proceedings normally will be made 
available wiUiin 60 days of the flling of the petition. Ilie deadline for submission of comments on the EA will 
generally be wuhin 30 days of its service 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATIOM 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF RUSK 

CITY OF HENDERSON 

BEFORE ME, a notary public in and for the 
State of Texas, on this day personally appeared 
the person whose name is subscribed below, who, 
having duly sworn says upon oath that he or she is 
duly authorized officer or employee of the 

HENDERSON DAILY NEWS 

which is a newspaper of general circulation in the 
above named city and county; and certifies the 
amount charged was the lowest rate and that a 
true and correct copy of the said notice, a clipping 
of which is attached to this affidavit, was published 
in said newspaper on this date: 

AUTHORIZED EMPLOYEE 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWmN TO BEFORE ME 

oHtte. . ^ ^ aav oTy>/Luor/r 2012 

Notice ol Intont To Apprapnate oflors ol ti-
Abandon or To Discon-1, nancial assistance lo • 
linue Rail Sorvice 

The Rusk County Rural 
Roll District (RCRRD) 
grves notice thai on or 
about July 23. 2012 It 
intends to Ilie witti Ihe 
Surlace Transportation 
Board. Washington, 0 0 
20423, a peiltion for ex­
emption undor 49 
U S.C 10502 from Ihe 
prior approval roquire-
monis of 40 u s e 
10903, et seq., permu­
ting the aliandonment 

ot a 0 9 mile lino ot rail­
road between railroad 
milepost 15 2 and rail­
road , milepost 16 2, 
which traverses through 
United Slates Postol 
Service ZIP Code 
75652 rn Rusk County. 
Toxas The proceeding 
has been docketed as 
No AB 1103X 

The Board's Office ol 
Environmental Analysis 
will generally prepare 
an Environmental As-
sossmont (EA), which 

continue rail service' 
can be liled with tho I 
Board Requests tor sn-J 
vironmental condiitons. 
public use conditions, j 
or rail banking/trails use 
also can be filed wiih • 
Ihe Board An original i 
and 10 copies ot any I 
pleading ihel raises I 
meners olhor than envi­
ronmental issues (such | 
as trails use, public j 
uso, and oilers ol llnan-' 
cial assistance) must. 
be tiled directly wiih the 

•t BooRl's Section ol Ad-' 
I mimstraiion, Office ot j 
) Proceedings, 395 E 
j Streot. SW. Woshing-, 

ton, DC 20423-OObr 
[See49CFR 1104 1(a) 

• end i i 04 3(a)I. and-
one copy must be 1 
served on applicants' 
representative (See 49 
CFR 1104.12(8)1 
Quesuons regarding of­
fers ot financial assis­
tance, public use or 

! trails use may be dl-
I reeled to the Board's 

Office ol PublK Assls-
wmnorniolly be ava.1-.stance. Governmental 
oble 60 days after the Affairsl^efid Commence ' 
tilHig Of the petition lor ^^ 202-245-0238 C«h 

! ! „ ^ " " r Z T l ' n n T • « Of any commented 
,tion Commenis on en-, requests for condrtlona 

ahould be served on 
the applicant's repre­
senta t ive , John ' 
Cloutler, President. 
Rusk County Rural Rail 
Distnct, 400 West Main, ' 
Henderson. Texas 
75652 

vlronmonlal end energy 
mailers shoukt be hied 
no later than 30 days 
after the EA becomes 
available lo the public-
and will be addrossed 
In a Boanl decision In­
terested persons may; 
obtain a copy of the EA 
01 make inquiries , r e - 1 ^ ~ 
garding envinsnmontal 
matters by writing to 
Surface Transportation 
Board, Office of Envi-
ronmentel AnelysJs, 
395 E Slreet, SW, 
Weshlngion, DC 
20423-0001 or by call­
ing the Offica ol Envi­
ronmental Analysis at 
202-245-0296 

L J 
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A Texas Railroad Corporation 

t l=WAIIILIrir^VAIri 1 

John Clout icr 
Cluiiniuin 
Rusk Count} Riinil Rtiil TRinsporiiiUon Distnct 
Hcniicrson. TX 

Dciir Mr. Cloutier 

RE In suppoit ol llic Abiindonmcnl of railroiid tmcks south or I iw} 64 in ihc county of Rusk.TX 
niid in Ihc cit} ol' Henderson. TX :il tlic vco' south end of the Henderson 0\'cnon Bninch (1 lOB) 
railFO.'id 

As tiic ciin-ciit opeinlor or the HOB I am expressing m} suppon Tor ihc abandoiimcni of llie section or 
PdiliOiid iiiciilioncd nbo\'C 11ic purpose of llic nlxindonnicnl is lo remove the tracks Trom the downiown 
area or Henderson Texas for consiniction orcil} streets 

Sinccivl}, 

oOoS^uiyA 
Waller Wajnc l^lcbiiugh 
Prcsideni 
Blacklands Railroad 

641 Church St. * Sulphur Springs, Texas 75482 

To//Free 1-877^39-0738 * P/lone 1-903-439-0738 " Fax 1-903-439-0809 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
OF 

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION 

The undersigned hercby certifies that a copy of the foregoing Petition for Bxemption in 

Docket No. A13-1103X, from M.?. 15.2 to M.P. 16.1 in Rusk County, Texas, was served via cer­

tified mail on the- t̂f day of September, 2012 on the following: 

Significant Users 

West Tniser 'I imber Co, Ltd 
8S8 Hculiy Strccl, Suite lilSOl 
Vancouver, I) C 
CanuduV6B ICl 

Doml Uncks 
1309 Kilgore Dnve 
1 lendersun, 'I exas 756S2 

Walter Wayne Defebimgh 
Blacklands Railroad 
641 Church Street 
Sulphur Springs, I exas 73482 

Honorable Kick PerT>' 
Guvcmor 
Slate Insurance Building 
llOOSan Jucinio 
Austin, IX 78701 

State Officials and Federal Agencies 
[49 CFR 115I.20(a)(2)(iiHxii)] 

Rusk County Commissioners 
115 North Main Street 
Coimiy Counhouse 
llcndersoii,TX7S6S2-3M7 

Mr. Jumes Kiindnll 
Director uf 1 ninsporluiion, Planning & Prog 
Texas l^panmenl of'l nuispunulion 
ll8EastKiveniidePla/a 
Austin, I'X 78704 

Chairman 
Kailroiid Commission of Texas 
1701 N. Congress Avenue 
Austin, I'X 78701 

Public Utility Commission orTexus 
1701 N Congress Avenue 
PO Box 13326 
Ausim, 1X78711-3326 

U.S. Depanmcni of I mnsportation 
rcdenil Itnilrood Adminisiralion 
400 Scvemh Sireei, S.W. 
Wiishmgton, DC 20S90 

Director, Multi-Modal 'I nmsporuiiion 
Transportation Planning & Programming 
'I'exas Depanmcni of Transponaiion 
125 B I lib Street 
Austin, 1X78701-2483 

U S Railroad Keiiremeni Board 
844 Rush Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 

MI'MCII£A 
Attn Railroads Tor National Defense 
720 lliimble Shoals Blvd, 
Suiie«130 
Ncupon News, VA 23606-2374 

U S l>cpunment ofihe Inlennr 
National Park Service 
Recreation Resources Assistance Divii 
P.O Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 



U S. Department of Agriculture 
Oiicf ofdic I'orest Ser\-icc 
4ih Floor N.W., Auditors' Building 
14th Street & Independence Ave., S W 
Washington, DC 202S0 

Dated this ^fCday of September, 2012. 

f:kj.. 
C! Brian Cassidy i j 
State Bar No. 03978880 
Locke Lord LLP 
100 Congress Ave , Suite 300 
Austin, Texas 78701 
(512)305-4700 
(512) 305-4800 (Facsimile) 

Counsel for the Rusk County Rural Rail District 


